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Re: __MUR 6054: Response of Carlo A. Bell

Dear Mr. Jordan:

This response is submitted on behalf of Carlo A. Bell (“Mr. Bell™) in response to

a complaint that M. Bell, together with Citizens for Responsibility and Ethics in
Washington (“CREW™), filed against Rep. Vemn Buchanan (R-FL) and others on August
19, 2008. In thut eampiaint end in on ensched affidmdt, Bir. Bell tatified that he hsd
been omemed by his former nmployer, Venior Nisean Dsdge, and its enenutives into
becoming a panduit for a cosporate aontuibution from Venice Nianan Dodge ta Rep. .
Buchanan. The Fedsml Election Commission (“FEC” or “the Commissiqa”) ks naw
informed Mr. Bell thei the action he was eaerced mto taking may eonstitute a violation of
the Federal Election Campaign Act (“FECA™) ar FEC regulations, presumably 2 U.S.C.

§ 441fand 11 CF.R. § 110.4(b)(1Xi). For the reasons set forth below, Mr. Bell
respectfully requests that the Commission take no further action against him in this
matter.

It would be a gross miscarriage of justice as well as a sharp depurture from
Cansniision presddats segerdian innsesel oonduit contnibutoss fir tho: Conmmelusian to
take sny further action against Mr. Bell. The Commission has historically chosen not to
pursue enforcement actions against conduit contributors who (1) have never made any
political contributions prior to the contributions at issue in the instant case, (2) were not
familiar with the process of making political contributiens and (3) were not aware their

actions were illegal. See, e.g., General Counsel’s Report #2 at 17-18, MUR 5666 (MZM,
Inc.).

M. Bell clearly nieets all three of these criteria as demonstrated in the sworn
affidavit k= submifted as Exhibit A to the Cemplaint in this muitsr. For ease of reference,
an additional copy of the Bail Affidavit is attached as Exhibit A. Mr. Hell has already
swota under oath that “Prior to writing the check to the Buchanan campaign, I had never
contributed to a political campaign and have not written checks to any other campaigns
since that time.” Bill AfEidavit at § 9. Mr. Bell ked no prier experience making politieal
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contributions and had never made one until he was coerced into acting as a conduit by his
formar employer. .

Moreover, even when confronted with the loss of his livelihood, Mr. Bell
questioned the legality of the Venice Nissan Dodge conduit contribution scheme. Mr.
Bell was summoned by his direct Supervisor, Don Caldwell, and instructed that he
“needed t© vontribute to the campaign of Vern Buchanan, who was then running for
Congress in Florida’s 13™ congressional district. M¥. Caldwell wes holding cesh in his
hanil et the time and said thai the company weuld ssimbune” Mr. Bell for isis
contailution to Mr. Bunhanan. Ball Affidawit at§ 3. bir. Bell “tald Mr. Caidveall that
thix did net snema right . .. umd sabed him if it was legal. Mr. Caldaell did not answer
[Mr. Bell’s] quastion, instead asking [Mr. Bell] if [le] was on the team or mne. [Mr. Bail]
satquicﬂyforamipublod&ingnMr.Caldwellwhostaredhnckat[him],wgiﬁngforan
answer. Afraid that [he] might lose [his] job if [he] refused, [Mr. Bell] replied yes, [he]
was a part of the team and agreed to write the check.” Bell Affidavit at ¥4 (emphasis
adled). Mr. Bell later met with other Venice Nissan Dodge employees who had been
coere=d into making conduit contributicns to Mr. Buchanan aud they “all agreed that
taldng $1,080 in caih for writing ahecks to the exmymign seemet wrong, but we were ait
afrchd that refusing to b 1o might eniiuger osr amploymsest with Vesioe }issan Doslge.™
Bell affidirvit = § 6 (eupphanis adiind).

The FECA paehibits ssperate segragated funds fram making gny cemtribution or
expendituse utilizing money “secured by physical force, job discrimination, financial
reprisals, or the threat of force, job discrimination, or financial reprisal .. ..” 2 U.S.C.

§ 441b(b)(3)(A). It would be a gross miscarriage of justice for the Commission to pursue
further action against Mr. Bell in this matter given #hat he has already swori: undee o=ili
he had ro prior expetionce making pofitizal contciiutions and &d bo in #is case only
afiir beiug threatened with the legs of Isis jeb. CREW is ndt awees of a single instance in
the more then thirty years of the Conunission’s oxisterct where tii Coanmissien has
sought snntitoms agrbet an innocsnt cundtit cemtrilxotor sach as Mr. Kell, wiip veas
cosseed into acting as eandwit by his employee. It shassil ma¢ do 00 maw,

Mr. Ball is eager to cooperate with the Commission’s investigation of Vern
Buchanan, Don Caldwell, Brad Combs, Venice Nissan Dodge, Sarasota Ford and
Buchanan Automotive Holdings, Inc. for multiple violations of 2 U.S.C. § 441fand 11
C.FK. § 110.4(b)i)i). He would, of course, be willing to be deposed by the General
Counsel’s Office to shed any further light on the Buchanan conduit contribution scheme
and to dissuasic e Cormuission from wking axey further sction against Mm for e rolo
he wan foresid to jsiay in that schomae.
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For the reasons set forth above, Mr. Bell respectfully requests that the
Commission take ne fixrther action against him in this matter.

L }

Melanie Sloan
Executive Director
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Affidavit of Carlo A. Bell
1. I was employed at Venice Nissan Dodge in Sarasota, Florida from 2001 through 2007.

2. On September 15, 2005, while I was serving as Venice Nissan Dodge’s finance director,
Don Caldwell, the general manages for the aompany and sy direct supervinar, callad me into 3
meeting in the offiee of Jack Prater, Dodge sales manager Alen present was Jasan Mertin,
Dodge finance manager and Mr. Caldwell’s nephew.

3. Mr. Caldwell shat the door to the office and told the three of us that we needed to
com'bmmdnmmgnofVemBndmm.whowuﬂmmmngforConmmﬂomhs
13™ congressional district. M. Caldwel was holding cash in his hand #t the tinvz and said thit
the company would reimbscre usfor var contribusitas. [ expiaiinn thmt fe conapany wwaedd
give us $1,000 cank in cashange for our woitingy $i1,000 clgeies 1 the campaiim.

4, I told Nir. Calduvell that this did not spem right to me amd asked kim if it was legal. Mr.
Caldwell did not answer my question, instead asking me if I was on the team or not. 1 sat quietly
for a minute looking at Mr. Caldwell who stared back at me, waiting for my answer. Afraid that
I might lose my job if I refused, I replied yes, 1 was a part of the team and agreed to write the
check.

S. Mr. Qdldwell handed e 61,000 in cueh. Neither Mr. Praver nor My, Matin spoke, bw
Mr. Caldwell handed them $1,000 in cash as well, which they accepted.

6. After lcavinig the offine, I disoussed the master with Bir. Pretnr and 2dr. Mastin anti we all
agrowd tixai taking $1,600 im eash for waiting eiscka ta the cangxizn seamed wzong, but we were
all afraid that refusing to do so might endanger our employment with Venice Nissan Dodge.

7. The day after Mr. Caldwell gave me the §1,000, I made a cash deposit to my bank in the
amaurt of $960, but kept the vther $40. The day of the deposit, I wrote a clreck @0 the Buchanza
campeign and handed it to Mr. Caldwell. Copies of the depesit slip verifying the 3988 depusit
and my check to the Buchanan campaign are attached.

8. I lator discavered that twp ather Venite Nissin Dofiga eouploysv:s, Marvin Winiz, the
usad car :nameger, and Williasa Mfulling a salesnmum, also rescivod $1,000 cash ssimbursseacnts
when they agpeed to mite chocks to the Buchanen cengpeign.

9. Prior to writing the check to the Buchanan campaign, I had never contributed to a
politice]l campaign and have not written checks to any other campaigns since that time.

I hereby attest, mder penalty of perjury, that the is true and correct.
mmnum%‘m Caiio
Ay Commission Yy —p




